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.This small pre-Civil War store building, with a frontage of 23'-4", has a brick
and cast-iron facade of attractive character, now in deteriorating condition.
The first story has two intermediate cast-iron piers between corner piers of
brick. These are original but the glazing is modern. Above this are brick cor-
‘ner pilasters, paneled on the face, with cast-iron capitals of modified

| Corinthianesque character, whose acanthus leaves have an S-curved profile of

pronounced curvature. On the left corner only a half pilaster remains.

There are three windows at the second story, the central one round-arched.

It is glazed with four-light casements and transom. The others are segmental
‘arched, with three-light casements and transom. The openings have ornamental
cast-iron hood moulds and wood sills.

At the third story the windows are segmental arched and are provided with

similiar hood moulds. At the top is a bracketed cast-iron cornice. The roof
is flat. :
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This documentation was produced for mitigation purposes by the pennsylvania
avenue Development corporation. additional documentation exists for Sgquare
458, within which this structure stands. For photographs, nistorical, and
descriptive data on Square 458, see HABS No. pCc-61i8.
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Dating from the Civil War period, 625 Indiana Avenue is an example
of mid-Nineteenth Century commercial Renaissance Revival building.
It is situated on Lot 3, Square 458. Once part of a row of four
identical buildings, 625 Indiana Avenue is now isolated by &
massive twelve story modern commercial structure to the west and
an empty lot. The building consists of three stories plus a base-
ment, and has a metal roof sloping towards the north of the builc-
ing.

The structure consists of brick bearing walls resting on brick
foundations. Wooden Joists span the bezring walls in the east-west
direction and rest on a wooden beam which s perpendicular to the

front and rear facades. This beam is supported by non—corresponding
columns on each floor. 1In spite .of it's being vacant since 1970,

the building remains structurally sound, o1thoueh moisture peneprc~
tion has demaged the third flocr under the roof access.

The front elevation presents a symmetrical organization of three
stories and three bays having a commercial front at sidewaik level.

The dnterior varies slightly with each floor, but is basically open
in plan on the second and third levels, and partitioned on the base-
ment and first floors. A continuous stair runs from front to beack
along the east wall., An elevator shaft is situated in the socuth-
east corner of the building.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

This building is & fine example c¢f mid-Ninezeenth Century commercizl
architecture. 625 Indiana Avenue is the last of four identics}
buildings, and therefore the c¢criginal context of the building hzs
been irreparably altered. Its stylistic isolation is emphasized by
the large volume of the adjacent office building.  Nonetheless,

its strong character enriches the streetscape, and elevates the

- architectural character of the entire surrounding guarter,

SIGNIFICANT FEATURES

Facade: The south elevation presents a symmetrical organization of
three stories and three bays, with a storefront at the entry levei.
This facade is constructed of brick Taid in running bond. Brick
ouoins at ground level and two-story brick paneted pilasters with .
Corinthian capitals define the edges of the building. The quoins
and pilaster on the west s1de were cut in half when its ne1ghborh
was razed. o
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0n the ground filoor, ruch of the original wooden storefront is still
in place {(but hes been obscured by plywood protection boards). The
storefront's glazing has been removed since the building was closed
in 1970.

On the second story, the central window is round-arched. There are
wooden casement sash with 4 1ights and quarter round transoms above
gach casement. The flanking windows have segmental arches and three
light casements with two 1ight transoms. The windows are separated
by brick panels. A continuous ornamental hood of ejther cast or
carved stone connects the three windows. On each cof the two flank-
ing windows the keystone is expressed as a very ornate cartouche
supported laterally by two rocailles. The arcaded hood rests on
consoles at each end, which in turn are supporied by a corbel block.

On the third floor, the three windows have very flat segmental
arches. The sash are wood casement with three 1ights. Each window
is topped by an ornamentzl hood with scroiled kevstones. On each

end of the hood 15 supported by a corbel block in the form of &

bud. This motif recurs as-a single support at each end of the window
sill,

A metal entabiature tops the bujlding‘’s facade. Seven brackets
project from the frieze to support the cornice. Each has 2 Orop
panel design on its curved surface and is underscored by two cuttiae.
Every other bracket is topped by an additional smzliler bracket at
cornice Jevel. Both the lower and the upper segments of the east
bracket are wider than the rest. This bracket is embellished by
additional projecting decorative elements. Since 625 Indiana Avenue
was the end facade of ¢ row, this bracket provided a stronger
termination to the cornice of 211 four buildings. In the center -
of the cornice is a panel bearing "625",

North and East Elevation: The east elevation is brick laid in &
running bond. Two signs that were painted directiy on the wzll

are visible beneath deterioraiing stucco. The north elevation,
also of brick in running bond, contains a wooden door, severz]
simple windows and star anchor bolts. Large window openings flank
the first story door. The second floor has three four-over-four
double-hung windows. The third fioor has three sguare two-over-two
Tight double-hung windows.
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View of Storefront

Main Facade
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. : Facéc}ie, Second Floor: Detail of Hood Keystone
o on Side Windows
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Facade: Hood Over Third-Floor Windows
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Facade: Th1rd Floor Window S1I1
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Facade Detail at East End of Roof Entab1ature
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Lot 3 {Sublot 13)
625 Louisiana Avenue

..Walter Sturgis, a produce dealer, was listed in the City Directories

under 625 Louisiana Avenue.

..C.T. Bowen, a painter, was listed under 625 Louisiana Avenue in the

City D1rector1es

Mary 8. Hill was assessed $4,892.00 for the subdivision 13 of Lot 3.

.. Harry W. Hall, a grocer, occupied 625 Louisiana Avenue, according to

the City Directories.

...Subdivision 13 was assessed to John M. McCalla and Helen H. McCalla

at $4,448.00,

..The City Directory listed Thomas J. 8rashears, a printer, as the tenant.

John and Helen McCalla's assessment remained the same.

..Frank Miller operated an eating house at 625 Louisiana Avenue, according

to the City Directory.

..Helen McCalla was assessed $4 625.00 for the ground and $3,500. 00

for the improvements.

..0On December 15th, a permit was issued to Snyder & Miller which extended

authority to make alterations in the interior of the building. The work i
was to be carried out by the contractura] farm of Charles A. Racurre, Sr.
(Permit #566).

..The Stern Company, a store fixture company, was listed as the'tenant of -

the building, according to the City Directories.
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Louisiana Avenue was renamed Indiana Avenue.
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David Hayman continued to operate the store fixture business at 625

Indiana Avenue.

The building was vacated in 1970, and hés not been maintained actively

since,
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